50                               HUDDEEA,                           CHAP. IX.
Independently of these, whenever the scholar commences
a new book, it is necessary to entertain the master in a
similar manner, and to observe what is called huddeea:
viz. sweetmeat, betel, sundul, choorway (parched rice), and
toasted chunnay (Bengal horse-gram), called poothanee, with
money, such as a rupee or two, according to each one's
means, are sent by the parents, and placed before the
teacher in. the school-room, over which the latter having
offered fateeha in the name of his holiness Mohummud
MoostufFa, (the peace, &c.) and the author of the book,
distributes the sweetmeats, poothanee, &c. among the school-
boys. He applies sundul to the necks of all the scholars,
and sometimes a little to his own, or he takes a little sun-
dul in his hand, and smelling its fragrant odour, repeats the
durood (blessing), and having heard their lessons, and given
them new ones, dismisses them for the other half of the
day.
If the number of scholars be great, and too many holi-
days would be the consequence, the master defers the
fateeha till Thursday (the established day for the half-
holiday), and then having performed it over two or three
pupils1 huddeeas, converts the two or more holidays into
one.
In short, they embrace every opportunity to complim^r
the tutor ; for a blessing from his auspicious mouth "is
valent to perusing a hundred books ;  since;, while his
rests upon any one,  the study of a hundred volumes *
profit  little: nay, he should be esteemed equal to, if
greater than one^s own father and mother ; inasmuch, as
makes  one  acquainted with the laws and writings of G
and his messenger, and explains the doctrines of rehgi
the  natural   parents   nourMl  tlie  bodjr withf'tklj
i food, he provides it with spiritual*